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Paper 1 50% Paper 2 50%

Section A: 
Reading 

1 unseen literature 
fiction text

Section B: 
Writing

Descriptive or 
narrative writing

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A: 
Reading

1 non-fiction and 1 
literary non-fiction 

text

Section B: 
Writing

Writing to present 
a viewpoint

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

AQA GCSE English 
Language



Paper 1 40% Paper 2 60%

Section A: 
Macbeth

Section B: 
A Christmas Carol

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A:
An Inspector Calls

Section B:
Power & Conflict 

and Unseen 
poetry

Total exam time:  
2 hours and 15 minutes

AQA GCSE English 
Literature



How can 
I provide 
support?

Help students to 
learn key quotes 
for all Literature 

texts

READ 

READ 
READ

Ensure that 
revision 

challenges are 
completed in 
timed, exam
conditions.

Remind students 
to revise, using 

exercise books & 
knowledge 

organisers, prior 
to writing.

Talk to students 
about the 

feedback that 
they receive.

Praise, 
encourage & 

guide in 
preparation for 
the next task.



How can 
I provide 
support?

Check that 
weekly quote 

quizzes & vocab 
challenges are 
completed on 

Satchel.

READ 

READ 
READ

Ensure that 
revision 

challenges are 
completed in 
timed, exam
conditions.

Remind students 
to revise, using 

exercise books & 
knowledge 

organisers, prior 
to writing.

Talk to students 
about the 

feedback that 
they receive.

Praise, 
encourage & 

guide in 
preparation for 
the next task.

Consistency! 
Consistency! 
Consistency!



Check that key quotes are being learnt
• Every student has to learn 

quotes on a weekly basis.

• The quotes for all of the 
Literature texts are contained 
in this quote bank. This will be 
given to students after the 
mock exams.

• They will be set weekly 
quizzes on Carousel Learning.

• Ask them to tell you the 
quotes that they’ve learnt this 
week.

• Test them to check that 
they’ve been learnt!



Check that key quotes are being learnt
• Every student has to learn 

quotes on a weekly basis.

• The quotes for all of the 
Literature texts are contained 
in this quote bank. This will be 
given to students after the 
mock exams.

• They have weekly quizzes set 
on SMWH.

• Ask them to tell you the 
quotes that they’ve learnt this 
week.

• Test them to check that 
they’ve been learnt!

Not being able to use 
quotes in the exam will 

seriously limit outcomes! 



Encourage students to re-read the set texts

Little and often
Just 2omins each day!

Watching performances is also a good way to revise…but be 
careful because not all productions follow the original plot!



Revision Challenges
• After Christmas, students will be set a weekly English Revision Challenge.

• These are practice questions linked to a section of one of the exam papers.

• Students will be expected to complete these in exam conditions, either after 
school in the library or at home.

• Revision Challenge lessons will be Mondays; homework due Wednesday.

• Homework responses will be handed in to teachers to review and provide 
guidance for improvements before the exams.

• Feedback is given the following week and the next task is set.



The importance of writing

In the final exams, students 
will complete 2 writing tasks –
worth 50% of their final mark!



You CAN revise for Q5! Think about ideas you are likely to include for a range of stories and 
practise/revise powerful vocabulary and imagery.

➢ Spellings and meanings of high-level adjectives
Colours, size adjectives, texture adjectives, sensory language, weather vocabulary: words you 
can use again and again to create impressive descriptions
➢ Pre-planned characters
Get to know one or two characters: what they look like, what they care about, something 
that causes a complication in their life. You will then be able to write confidently about one 
of these characters, placing them into any picture/scenario you’re given.
➢ Pre-planned cyclical structures 
Rain to sunlight, storm to rainbow, dusk to dawn, argument to forgiveness: cyclical 
narratives are a great way to create an effective opening and closing to your writing, so we 
will practise writing some of these pairs of descriptions.
➢ Practising structural techniques you spot for question 3s 
Flashbacks, foreshadowing, zoom in, zoom out: all of the features we practise spotting for 
question 3 answers you should also practise in your own writing over the coming months to 
help you get as many of those 24 marks for structure and organisation as you can.
➢ You are NOT going to write a pre-planned story
Some Tiktok & YouTube “teachers” advocate writing and regurgitating the same story every 
time or claim to teach a “plot” that can fit any picture. If YOU are watching this, thousands of 
other students are too and AQA will very quickly warn their markers to flag up similar 
responses. AQA markers are already asked to flag any response that feels preprepared or 
isn’t clearly linked to the given picture or scenario – if this ends up being you, you’re at risk of 
losing 25% of the available marks – that’s 3 grades lower than you would have got otherwise! 
Your English lessons will practise descriptive vocabulary, skills and short sections of writing 
like a character’s physical description, but what you write in the exam hall needs to be an 
original piece of writing.







The importance of sentence variety!

Learning a variety of sentence 
structures, in advance, will enhance 

students’ writing outcomes!  



• Typical grade boundaries:

7 4

The importance of answering all the questions



• Typical grade boundaries:

7 4

If you miss out Q2 or Q3 (8 marks each) = 
dropping nearly 2 grades on Paper 1

If you miss out Q4 (20 marks) = 
dropping nearly 4 grades on Paper 1!

If you miss out Q5 (40 marks) you will not secure 
a pass mark!

The importance of answering all the questions



Also in your information pack…



Brookfield English Department
GCSE Results 2024

GCSE English Language GCSE English Literature

Grade 7-9 26% Grade 7-9 22%
Grade 5-9 73% Grade 5-9 69%
Grade 4-9 86% Grade 4-9 88%

Progress 8 
(provisional)

+0.55 Progress 8 
(provisional)

+0.39



Other useful ideas

• Loom recordings – video lessons 

Lang P1 Q1&2

Macbeth

• Youtube: Mr Bruff

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/

Please warn students about relying on social media / online 
youtube tutors – sometimes they give poor advice.

https://www.loom.com/share/389d1812c6734e90b8ad578b643cbf55?sharedAppSource=personal_library
https://www.loom.com/share/389d1812c6734e90b8ad578b643cbf55?sharedAppSource=personal_library
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/



